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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ImpediMed Wins 2009 Australian Innovation Shoot Out 

 
—Silicon Valley Chooses 2009 Australian Innovator of the Year — 

 
 
January 15, 2009 (Palo Alto) – ImpediMed, representing the State of Queensland, was named winner of 
the 2009 Australian Innovation Shoot Out following a six-way competition today. 

Now in its sixth consecutive year, G’DAY USA: Australia Week 2009, which hosts and promotes Australian 
culture, business, fashion and food, granted each of the six State finalists an opportunity to present their 
innovation and investment potential to U.S. venture capital investors at the Innovation Shoot Out in 
Silicon Valley. 

ImpediMed was selected winner of this year’s competition by a leading panel of judges made up of 
Deborah Magid, director of software strategy at IBM Venture Capital Group, Mark Fernandes, managing 
director of Sierra Ventures, and Harold Yu, partner at Orrick.   

ImpediMed’s innovation – the L-Dex – is the only FDA approved medical device capable of detecting 
secondary lymphedema, a common side effect of modern cancer treatments at an early enough stage to 
prevent its onset. 

The other five State finalists that competed in this year’s competition were E Ball Games 
(www.eballgames.com.au) from the State of Victoria, JadeLiquid Software (www.jadeliquid.com) from 
Tasmania, m.Net Corporation (www.mnetcorporation.com) from South Australia, Nuix (www.nuix.com) 
from New South Wales, and Sensear from Western Australia (www.sensear.com). 

These companies carry on Australia’s dynamic and highly creative history of innovation. As a nation, 
Australians recognise the value of promoting new ways of doing things. From the black box flight recorder 
to the combine harvester and the world’s first bionic ear, Australia has remained a leader in innovations 
that have changed our lives and the world we live in.   

 

-MORE- 

Winner of the 2008 Innovation Shoot Out, Fermiscan, found that the award provided the company with a 
unique point of difference when seeking potential investors and commercial partners in the US.  The 
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business introductions, media presence and government support gained as a result of The Innovation 
Shoot Out allowed Fermiscan to develop relationships with investors and business partners in an 
international environment.  

Previous Innovation Shoot Out participants have also included Implicit Bioscience, which signed a 
multimillion dollar deal with the U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency in 2008 to help fight the 
international war against biological weapons.  Additionally, Scramjet Technology, which is being 
developed by the University of Queensland, is currently being used by NASA, Boeing, and the U.S. Air 
Force Research Laboratory.  Its air-breathing, supersonic combustion ramjet engine makes two hour 
flights from Sydney to London possible.   

“ImpediMed has developed very clever technology which will deliver a better quality of life for thousands 
of people,” commented Peter Beattie, commissioner for the Americas for the State Government of 
Queensland, Australia.  “They deserve all the credit in the world for their smart solution, and also for their 
determination to bring it to market.” 

G’DAY USA: Australia Week 2009 includes dozens of events taking place in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and 
New York from January 13-23.  These activities serve to introduce Australian culture to the American 
public, and demonstrate the historic friendship between the two nations. 

As winner of the 2009 Innovation Shoot Out, ImpediMed now receives a prize package designed to help 
them start their business in the United States.  This will include legal, financial, and marketing consulting 
worth in excess of $25,000. 

“It is an extremely humbling experience to have been selected winner of this year’s Innovation Shoot Out, 
and I thank all the other finalists for a spirited competition and wish them the best of luck for the future,” 
said Greg Brown, CEO of ImpediMed.  “It is my hope that ImpediMed’s win here will help spread the word 
about this new technology and save thousands of cancer patients the pain and discomfort of 
lymphedema.”   

#  #  # 

Press Contacts: 
 
Australian Consulate General  Dan Brown 
Michelle Lee    Mulberry Marketing Communications 
Michelle.lee@dfat.gov.au  dbrown@mulberrymc.com  
212/351-6552    415/439-8357 or 415/420-7880 (cell)  
 

 

 

G’DAY USA: AUSTRALIA WEEK – OVERVIEW 
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G’Day USA: Australia Week 2009 is a festival from January 13 –24, 2009, showcasing all things Australian, 
including food and wine, travel, film, arts, culture, fashion, business and investment.  The event is 
produced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Qantas Airways, Tourism Australia and 
Austrade.  

For more information, visit www.australia-week.com  

Growing from its inception in 2004 and celebrating its sixth year of success, G’Day USA: Australia Week is 
now arguably the largest foreign country promotion held annually in the United States.   

THE KEY OBJECTIVE: to raise Australia’s commercial and cultural profile in the US by demonstrating 
Australia’s innovative and sophisticated economy that offers leading edge research and technology in 
products, goods and services.  

ABOUT IMPEDIMED 

ImpediMed Ltd. is the world leader in the development and distribution of medical devices employing 
Bioimpedence Spectroscopy (BIS) technologies to aid medical providers in the non-invasive clinical 
assessment and monitoring of fluid status. ImpediMed's primary product range consists of a number of 
medical devices that aid surgeons, oncologists, therapists and radiation oncologists to clinically assess 
patients for the potential onset of secondary lymphedema. Pre-operative clinical assessment in breast 
cancer survivors, before the onset of symptoms, may help prevent the condition from becoming a lifelong 
management issue and thus improve the quality of life of the cancer survivor. ImpediMed has the first 
medical device with an FDA clearance in the United States to aid health care professionals clinically assess 
secondary lymphedema of the arm in female breast cancer patients. For more information, visit 
www.ImpediMed.com. 

The L-Dex scale is not intended to diagnose or predict lymphedema of an extremity.  

 


